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FROM MS. MACK'S DESK

     Notre Dame Crusaders have jumped into the new school year with excitement, service,
mercy, pride, and academic achievement! It feels so great to be back in-person five days a week
and operating on a full schedule of classes, clubs, activities, and sports!
     Faculty and staff have chosen the first Critical Concern of the Sisters of Mercy to focus on this
year - EARTH . Collaboration among content teams and across content areas has begun in order

to embed the Earth into curriculum. By doing so, classes are developing cross curricular ideas for projects focusing
on the Earth.  
     Our students have great ideas and frequently come to me
with input. The leadership of individual students and groups of
students is evident in these ideas! Students reached out
wanting to provide support and service to our local
community. Notre Dame now has a "Hearts for the Homeless"
container on campus for clothing donations. Halloween
costumes were donated for local children in the public schools
who may not have access to one. Our entire student body
renovated the local Community Center for students in Elmira.
This is what separates Notre Dame’s experience from that of a
public school. The true sense of community, putting others
before ourselves, and sometimes making a sacrifice for the
betterment of others. Proud to Be ND! 

FLX GIVES
November 11 6:00 pm -
November 12 6:00 pm  
Go to www.flxgives.org &
enter Notre Dame High
School in the search bar

for more information

Upcoming Events
Recent Class Reunions
Upcoming Class Reunions
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Commissioning Ceremony
Notre Dame Chapel

Notre Dame High School is proud to be part of MESA, the Mercy Education System of the Americas.   On
Wednesday, September 22, we were pleased to welcome Sister Regina Ward and Mrs. Susan Smith of MESA to
the Notre Dame Chapel for a ceremony to formally commission Ms. Patricia Mack '85 as our Head of School. At

the ceremony, Ms. Mack affirmed that she will lead Notre Dame High School with a commitment to the
principles of the Sisters of Mercy and their Critical Concerns.   

A reception following the ceremony was held in the Sister Mary Walter Hickey Library.  
Congratulations to Ms. Mack! 

 

Ms. Patricia Mack '85 with her
mother, Mrs. Martha Mack

Left to right:  Mrs. Susan Smith, Ms. Patricia 
Mack '85, Sister Regina Ward

Rev. John DeSocio '66 with
Sister Mary Walter Hickey

Left to right:  Mr. Michael
Johnston '64, Mrs. Marjorie

(Kent) Johnston '64, Sister
Regina Ward

Notre Dame was pleased to honor Jan
and Clare van den Blink and Michael

Johnston, Sr. '64 with the McAuley Award
at the annual dinner on October 19.  Their
dedication to not only Notre Dame but to

our surrounding community over the
years is inspirational for all and deeply

appreciated by many. 

McAuley Awards
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SHENANIGANS
Shenanigans, held on Saturday, September 18, provided a fun afternoon of beer and

wine tastings, along with food tastings and live music.  Scheduled to become an
annual event, Shenanigans is on the calendar for March 2022.  See you there!

65TH ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

On Sunday, September 19, Bishop Salvatore
R. Matano along with numerous area priests,
deacons, and Sisters of Mercy, joined our
Notre Dame community for the celebration
of Mass in the Charles & Mary Crossed
Auditorium. We were also pleased to
welcome back Alumna Caitlin Steed '20 to
cantor the Mass. A reception on the front
lawn followed.  We are truly blessed to have
the support of our Notre Dame families,
alumni and friends both near and far. 

ANNIVERSARY MASS

Caitlin Steed '20

Left to right:  Mark Wayne '71, Mike Wayne '77,
Sister Kathleen Wayne '75

Left to right:  Sister Kay Schwenzer, Sister Katherine Ann Rappl, Sister
Dolores Ann Stein, Sister Nancy Kelly, Sister Arlene Semesky '61
Sister Kathleen Wayne '75, Sister Gertrude Erb, Sister Mary Walter
Hickey, Sister Edwardine Weaver, Sister Miriam Nugent '58

Left to right:  Deacon George Welch, Deacon Joseph Erway,
Deacon Paul Sartori, Deacon Albert Pacette, Father
Christopher Linsler, Bishop Salvatore Matano, Father Joseph
Kuriappilly, Father John DeSocio '66, Father Daniel Toomey,
Father Scott Kubinski '73, Father Daniel White
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by Eileen McCarthy Ruppenthal '81, Business & Alumni Relations Coordinator

ALUMNI CORNER

     “Life starts all over again when it gets crisp in the fall,” Jordan Baker tells Daisy in The Great
Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald. Why does autumn feel like a beginning? And why does “back to
school” signify its own kind of new year, even if our own days in the classroom are behind us?
Most of us spent between 13-17 years in a classroom and then, after a number of years,
started over again with our own children, for another 13-17 years. A large portion of our lives
have been tied to an academic calendar, shaping how we see the “beginning” and “end” of the
year. 
     A new school year brings a sense of optimism, a fresh start with new opportunities. It

comes with changes in the surrounding environment, such as the leaves changing and the crispness of the
morning air.  School buses return to the roadways, “first day of school” photos flood social media, football & soccer
teams head back to the stadiums & fields. All of which can leave us feeling nostalgic. Memories of our time at Notre
Dame, with friends, with favorite teachers, at pep rallies, cheering at Homecoming games, learning new music with
bandmates, rehearsing for the fall musical, etc. It is this nostalgia that plays a key role in why fall feels like a new
year for so many of us. These memories are what keep us tied to Notre Dame. 
     As we enter another fall season and another “new year”, I hope that your memories bring to mind what made
Notre Dame special to you. And, inspired by those memories, may you continue to seek out new opportunities to
share your time and talents with your communities and with your Notre Dame family.

This newsletter is meant to inform fellow alumni of the great things you are doing, but we need your
help in order to do so!  Fill us in on your travels, life experiences, accomplishments, careers, volunteer

work, etc. so that we can share your news with your classmates! 
 

You may submit news directly to Eileen McCarthy Ruppenthal '81 at
ruppenthale@notredamehighschool.com

 or to ndalumni@notredamehighschool.com 
 

We hope to hear from you soon!  Thank you!

Keeping Track

Planning your reunion?

If your class has a reunion coming up, please contact Eileen McCarthy Ruppenthal '81 at
ndalumni@notredamehighschool.com to share your plans, schedule a school tour, request a class list,

or for any other assistance you may need.

mailto:ruppenthale@notredamehighschool.com
mailto:ndalumni@notredamehighschool.com
mailto:ndalumni@notredamehighschool.com
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ALUMNI HOMECOMING TAILGATE
PHOTO GALLERY 

Patricia Mack '85 with Mike Tarby '60. who
played on the first ND football team 

Richard Kunz '92 with his wife,

Kristina, catching up with a classmate 

Left to right:  Carol Gough, Tom Gough '86,
Geoff Crossley 

Pat Palmer '93 & Damien Saks '92

The Coseo & Viselli Crew
Mike Mustico '90 & Mike Maloney '85

On game nights, Carol (Cook)
Brady '67 & Jim Brady '67 can be

found at ND's Blue & Gold Shop in
Brewer Memorial Stadium
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Alumni News

     Notre Dame's proud football tradition was celebrated at this year's Homecoming game on Friday, October 15,
2021.  Alumni from the 1990 & 2018 Championship teams were welcomed back onto the field and were recognized
for their championship seasons.  Coach Mike D'Aloisio was also honored for his many accomplishments as Notre
Dame's head football coach from 1981 to 2019, leading some of the best high school programs in Elmira’s history.
Known simply as “Coach D”, he is the all-time wins leader in local history, making him Elmira’s most successful high
school football coach. Over the course of 38 seasons, Coach D had 244 wins (11-man 233-99, 8-man 11-4), ranking
him 3rd in Section 4 history.  Following the recognition of both championship teams and Coach D, the 2021
Crusader Football team invited Coach D'Aloisio, 1990 player Geoff Woodworth, and 2018 player Erik Charnetski to
do the coin toss.
     Thank you to all the alumni who joined us at the Tailgate and at the game as we celebrated Coach Mike D'Aloisio
and Notre Dame football! 

2018 Team, left to right, front row:  Jack Holleran '21, Owen Spring '22,
Daniel Ruppenthal '21, Griffin English '22; back row: Eric Bukowinski '22,

Ayden Bellamy '22, Erik Charnetski '20, Ryan Eller '20, Stephen
Schmidt'20, Joe Milazzo '19, Luke Vieira '21, Nick Viselli '20

1990 Team, left to right:  Mike Bennett '91, John Maio '93, Matt Lunger '91,
Scott Ruhmel '92, Chris O'Herron '92, Bill Finnerty '91, Brian Sheehan '91, Pat

Palmer '93, Damien Saks '92, Bryan Woodworth '92, Mike Thatcher (team
videographer), John Thatcher '94, Aaron Mekos '92, Geoff Woodworth '91

Left to right:  Erik
Charnetski '20, Geoff

Woodworth'91,
Coach Mike D'Aloisio
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Alumni Chronicles

     People often ask me how I set out to be a filmmaker.  Photography has always been in
my life, my grandfather was a remarkable photographer, as were my mother and father,
and I treasure their family photos. Dad had a darkroom in the basement of our home and
my visits there were always fascinating. He had an 8mm movie camera, and it was well
used.  One summer, my dad, my brother, Ned, my sister, Judith, and I produced a short
heist film - I still have it. 
     When grade school classes were done for the day at Hendy Avenue School, my mother
would pick me up along with my sister and brother and take us to the Keeney, Elmira,  

  

by Denis Maloney '63

Capitol, Heights, or Strand movie theaters to catch a movie at 10 cents a ticket! It seemed that we saw nearly every
movie that came to town and I loved every minute of it.
     While at Notre Dame, I had excellent exposure to the arts. I played saxophone with Sister Edwina’s school band, as
well as with “The Tempests”, a quintet with classmates Dick DeRisio, Jim Kessing, Jim Hall, and his brother John Hall. I
also auditioned for every school play and was lucky enough to appear in several. 
     After graduation from Notre Dame, I attended Fordham University in New York City, where I majored in Chemistry
(thank you, Sr. Carmella) and aimed to be a research chemist.  But the Vietnam War put those career plans on hold
and I went instead to Officer Candidate School where I received a Naval commission. As an officer, I was assigned to
the destroyer, USS Dealey, where one of my duties aboard ship was to arrange daily movie screenings for the officers
and crew, a Navy tradition. Often, we would trade movies at sea alongside another ship using lines and pulleys. I saw
more than a hundred movies during my four years of active duty, and it was then that I began to think about getting
involved in the movies professionally. My ship was homeported in Newport, RI, and I remained there at the end of my
active duty, working for a time in merchant shipping. One morning I woke up and just decided that I wanted to make
movies. It was that simple. 
    I bought a “how-to” book and borrowed a camera. I started cold calling and knocking on doors. Eventually, I
received grants from local groups and from the National Endowment for the Arts. My first short film was awarded first
prize in the Rhode Island Film Festival, and another won a Cine Golden Eagle award and was later distributed by HBO.
In time, I was asked by a local songwriter to film short children’s films that would accompany his music on CBS’s
Captain Kangaroo. I made twenty-nine of these films, and for the first time, my work was seen by a national audience.
It was a special moment.
     An opportunity in 1980 to film Ronald Reagan’s first presidential campaign allowed me to fly across the country
with him and his wife, Nancy. On take-off and landings, Nancy would attempt to roll an orange down the aisle without
bumping into the seats on either side (sometimes it worked). She was the consummate cheerleader — smart and full
of energy.
     I moved to New York City and worked in advertising at Ogilvy & Mather for a few years. While there I was asked to
be the cinematographer on my first feature-length movie, Complex World, a musical comedy set in Providence, RI. It
was a rewarding experience, and I learned so much. A short time later, I was asked to film two Our Gang / Little Rascals
parodies in Elmira. What a thrill that was, with friends and family visiting me on the set. It was like going to summer
camp!
     With support from my wife, Mary, I headed to Los Angeles. I knew no one in LA at the time, but it was the film
capital of the world and I had to be there. I rented a car and an apartment and started making calls and knocking on
more doors. It was over six months before I got my first film job, Cyber Bandits – The Sailor’s Tattoo, a comedy/thriller
filmed in Hollywood and Hawaii. Soon after, I had an agent and began shooting movies.
     

Filming "Love & Coffee" in the
Colombian Andes, 2016    



Heading to ND Band practice, June 1963 
Left to right:  Harry Bullock '63, Denis Maloney '63,
Richard DeRisio '63, Jim Kessing '63, Sebastian
Marino '63

On the set of "The Contender",
released in 2000  

On the Seine River
in Paris, 1985  

Filming "Gabriel's Rapture" in Florence, Italy, 2020 
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     My work as a filmmaker has taken me around the world - Japan, China, Thailand, Australia, Brazil, Colombia,
Belize, Puerto Rico, Bermuda, Canada, Norway, Scotland, Ireland, England, Germany, Belgium, France, Spain,
Switzerland, and Italy — a passport filled with stamps. I traveled to Hong Kong with Luciano Pavarotti in concert and
will never forget filming him singing Puccini’s aria, “Nessun Dorma”, surrounded by an eighty-piece symphony
orchestra. I was twelve feet from him at the time and so overwhelmed by the music, I became teary to the point
that focusing my camera was challenging. I sailed with Ted Turner aboard the racing yacht Courageous during his
successful run for the “America’s Cup” in 1977. I filmed in an abandoned Chilean coal mine a quarter of a mile under
the Pacific, and have sailed the Atlantic on board the Italian tall ship, Amerigo Vespucci, for our country’s
bicentennial celebration. 
     As a filmmaker, I’ve spent unforgettable time with my musical heroes including Benny Goodman, Stan Getz, and
John Williams. I’ve also had the opportunity to work with some of film's most gifted actors including Jeff Bridges (the
real deal), Morgan Freemen (his wife was a great cook), Gary Oldman (a monumental sense of humor), Joan Allen (so
elegant), Forest Whitaker (very focused), Alex Trebek (warm and generous, beyond words), Al Pacino (a loving
parent), plus Jessica Chastain, Wesley Snipes, William H. Macy, Robert Wagner, Ted Danson, Connie Stevens, Billy
Bob Thornton, Cybill Shepherd, John Cusack, Tatum O’Neal, Elliott Gould, Heather Graham, Kirk Douglas, Kurt
Russell, Jason Robards, Blythe Danner, James Marsden, Timothy Olyphant, and Kyle Chandler.
     As a cinematographer, I direct the photography, lighting, and camerawork during movie production, having
filmed over fifty feature films and still counting. I recently returned from filming Gabriel’s Rapture, a wonderful love
story that was shot in Tuscany and Umbria during the pandemic, with a few scenes shot in Atlanta and Belize on the
way home. Soon, I will head back to Atlanta to begin a new movie (working title A Man’s Promise), then will travel on
to London.
     Filmmaking has been an enriching work of collaboration, artistry, skill, and luck. I’m proud to have been able to
work on a few movies with my young filmmaker son, Will — there is nothing better than that! At this stage of my
career, I find that I am enjoying every new project as much as I did when I first started. Each new film is an
opportunity, a challenge, and I can’t wait to jump in.

ALUMNI CHRONICLES (continued from page 7)



UPCOMING EVENTS
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Date: Thursday, November 25, 2021
Time: Race starts at 9:00 am
Where:  Notre Dame High School

We are looking forward to
seeing many old friends!

    $25 Registration Cost
    $15 Student Registration
    $30 Day of Race Registration

                      Register at:
www.notredamehighschool.com/turkey-day-5k

REGISTER HERE

https://www.notredamehighschool.com/turkey-day-5k
https://host.nxt.blackbaud.com/donor-form/?svcid=renxt&formId=f9f2a2fe-3c02-4d14-a4eb-29ddc5e980c4&envid=p-Qvmsp_nud0mM2K-kV2JmWQ&zone=usa
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CLASS REUNIONS

CLASS OF 1960

The Class of 1961 gathered for a luncheon at Tag's
Restaurant in Big Flats, NY, on August 19, 2021

(For more reunion pictures:
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/alumni-

reunions)                 

CLASS OF 1961

The Class of 1960 reunion was held October
1-3, 2021. A slate of weekend activities
included a Friday night gathering at Bernie
Murray's, a Saturday luncheon at Hilltop Inn,
and a Mass and brunch on Sunday. 
(Additional pictures can be found here: 
 https://www.notredamehighschool.com/alu
mni-reunions)                  

https://www.notredamehighschool.com/alumni-reunions
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/alumni-reunions


REUNIONS continued

CLASS OF 1971

The Class of 1964 had an
impromptu gathering at Lib's

Supper Club in Elmira on July 24,
2021.  They had so much fun they
are planning another get-together

for April 2022 in Florida! 
                  

CLASS OF 1964

The 50th reunion of the Class of 1971 was held on Saturday, July 31,
2021. Tom Kelly hosted the gathering at his home, “Moondance”, in

Hammondsport, NY.   The party started at 1:00 pm and stretched into
the evening as classmates shared stories, laughter & memories. (More

photos from the reunion can be viewed here:
https://www.notredamehighschool.com/alumni-reunions)
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https://www.notredamehighschool.com/alumni-reunions
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UPCOMING CLASS REUNIONS

CLASS OF 1992

DATE:   TBD
TIME:    TBD
PLACE:  TBD 
CONTACT:  Rebecca (Sherman) Kieffer - rkieffer@sjfc.edu

CLASS OF 1970

DATE:   October 2022
TIME:    TBD
PLACE:  TBD
CONTACT:  Tom Eagan - ndclassof1970@gmail.com
                     

CLASS OF 1972

DATE:   Fall 2022
TIME:    TBD
PLACE:  TBD
CONTACT:  Katy (McCabe) Votava - DrKaty@goodcare.com
                     

CLASS OF 2012

DATE:   TBD
TIME:    TBD
PLACE:  TBD 
CONTACT:  Brina Pochal - brina.pochal@gmail.com

CLASS OF 1964

DATE:   April 2022
TIME:    TBD
PLACE:  Florida
CONTACT:  Tom Ryan - twinox@localnet.com
                     Don Miller - hdonaldm@rochester.rr.com
                     

mailto:rkieffer@sjfc.edu
mailto:ndclassof1970@gmail.com
mailto:drkaty@goodcare.com
mailto:brina.pochal@gmail.com
mailto:twinox@localnet.com
mailto:hdonaldm@rochester.rr.com
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STUDENT LIFE

SCIENCE NEWS

ART DEPARTMENT

Left to right:  Mr. Tom Milliken, Ally O'Brien,
Isabella Hazleton, Ella Chicone, Jade Nordin

LANGUAGE ARTS

eight State University of New York (SUNY) college credits at no cost to the
student. The ACE (Accelerated College Education) program is sponsored by
Corning Community College.  These classes were made possible in large part
by a generous donation from an alumni parent to the Science Department,
facilitating the purchase of chemicals and materials required to offer these
classes.   We continue to be grateful to our alumni parents!

Señora Agan’s Spanish classes celebrated Hispanic Heritage month by making
posters and eating cuisine from a variety of Hispanic cultures. 7th-grade

students created posters of famous Latinos who have had a positive impact on
American life, while 8th-grade students focused on foods from various Latin
American countries, including recipes along with pictures. Several students

prepared the foods from their chosen country for the class to sample including
empanadas (Spain), ochipa guazu and Kolas (Paraguay), chocotorta (Argentina),

tres leches cake (Costa Rica), besitos de coco (Puerto Rico), and Cuban sugar
cookies. It was a wonderful way to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month!

Notre Dame is pleased to offer
two ACE Chemistry classes
allowing students to earn up to 

A beautiful fall display created by ND's Art Department, Mrs. Susan
LaVelle & Mrs. Hannah Leeber, provides a wonderful visual for

students to sketch.
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SPIRIT WEEK
PHOTO GALLERY 
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HOMECOMING

Homecoming Court (left to right):
Alexandra Meier with Steven Gough
Caroline Viselli with Owen Stewart
Rachel Tsang with Derek Simpson

Anna Velasquez with Sean Franzese
Megan Pratt with Rylan Brewer
Ally Finnerty with Jack Vakiener

2009 Homecoming Queen

Emma (Pautz) Norton and

2021 Homecoming Queen

Pratha Purushottam

returned to ND to crown

this year's Queen, 

Rachel Tsang    

JOEL STEPHENS
MEMORIAL PARK 

 
The park will be expanded to include recognition of Coach Michael D’Aloisio’s career, Joel

Stephens 5C Award winners (both regional & Notre Dame athletes), and Notre Dame
athletes awarded with the 

Ernie Davis Award.
 

For more information, contact ndalumni@notredamehighschool.com

Notre Dame High School
is excited to announce 

the further development
of the Joel Stephens

Memorial Park in the fall
of 2022!

mailto:ndalumni@notredamehighschool.com
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by Sister Mary Walter Hickey, RSM

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT EMERITA 

Don't leave things to chance.
Get involved this fall

     As soon as our doors were open and the school year began at Notre Dame, preparations
were underway for Mercy Week - a week dedicated to serving others in the name of the Sisters
of Mercy and according to the legacy and ideals of Catherine McAuley.
     This year our students volunteered their time and talent to the renovation and update of the
Southside Community Center.  The Center provides a safe place for childcare and structured
recreation with a mission to foster the development of self-esteem and positive values to those

 
 

who take advantage of the Center.   It was the beginning of a new year and our students truly got involved in good
works for others.  Together with our dedicated faculty and staff, the students built community and served the special
needs of the Elmira community.  We are proud of their work and their generosity.

To view a compilation video, click here: 
 https://www.facebook.com/notredamehighschoolelmirany/videos/248252637219543

SPONSOR A STUDENT
 

Are you interested in sponsoring a Notre Dame student?  Your financial support can cover a student's
tuition, sports fees, graduation fees, lunch payments, exam fees, or Mercy Online tuition fees.

 
If you are interested in supporting a Notre Dame student, please contact Tracy Mustico at

musticot@notredamehighschool.com
 

Thank you!!

https://www.facebook.com/notredamehighschoolelmirany/videos/248252637219543
mailto:musticot@notredamehighschool.com

